
Welcome to the New School Year! 

The beginning of the school year is such an exciting time with many new experiences to look 

forward to!  In Loudoun County Public Schools, kindergarten through fourth grade students will 

participate in SEARCH class every other week. SEARCH, one component of the county’s gifted 

program, offers all students additional opportunities that stimulate curiosity, develop problem 

solving strategies, incorporate cooperative learning activities, and enhance higher level thinking 

skills.  Each lesson is aligned with the Virginia Standards of Learning and emphasizes one or 

more of the “thinking keys” (perceiving, connecting, reasoning, creating, evaluating). As 

students engage in class activities, the SEARCH teacher makes observations to gain insight into 

their various strengths and learning styles. The SEARCH teacher and the classroom teacher 

work together to recognize and develop the potential for excellence in each student. 

As the school year begins, parents often ask how they can help their children at home. Please 

consider the following: 

• Provide a home environment rich in imagination and fun, where creative thinking and 

the exploration of interests is encouraged. 

• Demonstrate risk taking; show your children how you are willing to try challenging ideas 

and activities and to learn from your mistakes. 

• Link home and school by asking a few questions about your child’s day.  For example, 

what is one thing about your day that you enjoyed?  What is one thing that you could 

have made better? What did you think about in school today? 

• Recognize that the emotional, social and physical development of children may be at a 

different level than their intellectual development. 

• Help your children live graciously with their gifts and appreciate the gifts of others. 

• Foster in your children the zeal to strive to fulfill their potential and to support others in 

their drive to do likewise. 

If you are interested in learning more about the gifted education program, please attend an 

upcoming Gifted Information Session.  During these sessions, gifted education resource 

teachers will share information about the gifted program services available in the district, the 

gifted identification process, and important referral deadlines.  Gifted Information Session 

dates and locations will be posted on our school’s SEARCH webpage and on the LCPS Gifted and 

Talented webpage.  You are encouraged to check these webpages periodically throughout the 

year for important information updates. 

I am looking forward to working with your children during their SEARCH classes this year!  If you 

have any questions concerning the gifted program, please feel free to contact me at 

Karla.Paulson@lcps.org. 
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